SOCIAL STUDIES 8
THE MIDDLE AGES IN WESTERN EUROPE

The Middle Ages is the term used to describe the time period in Western European history that
began after the fall of the Roman Empire and lasted until the Renaissance. It is called the “"Middle”
Ages because it existed between two great periods of cultural growth and development in Western
Europe (see time line below).

The Early Middle Ages is sometimes called the "Dark Ages” because it represented a decline in
civilization after the fall of Rome. The Early Middle Ages lasted for approximately 500 years,
from c. 476 C.E. to c. 1000 C.E.

Civilization:

1.  a civilized condition which involves an advanced stage of
social, political, economic, and cultural development

2.  a group of peoples who have reached an advanced level of
social and political organization

Timeline:
Roman Empire and Middle Ages or Medieval Period Renaissance
| Republic ' ‘
l l Dark Ages l l
c. 1000 C.E. ’
509 B.C.E. 476 C.E. ¢c. 1350 C.E.
Roman Republic A Germanic Ruler replaces Approximate time of the
established - Last Roman Emperor beginning of the Renaissance
(fall of Rome) in Ttaly
Social: anything that concerns human beings and their relationship to
each other; includes cultural achievements and religion
= religion
= artand architecture
= language and communication
» lifestyle and gender roles
Political: having to do with politics and government and their development
= governments
s rulers and leaders
= methods and structure of ruling
Economic: having to do with the management of income, expenses, and trade of a kingdom, country, etc.

= taxes
= growth of trade
8 yse of money versus barter
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