“incient city of Ur. The photograph shows one of
* their huge temples, a ziggurat, where the sun and
' the moon were worshipped as gods.

_ " but Abram came to believe there was just one true
- God. He taught his family that this God cared for
. home and travel to a new country. God promised

" that He would give Abram this Jand and that his

- ‘return, Abram and all his family were to obey and

o you know how many relations you have? Perhaps you belong to a small
family. Or you may have many brothers, sisters, cousins, aunts, uncles.

" The list could go on and on. But none of your relations would have been born
. “if it had not been for your great-grandparents. And many more — going back
hundreds of years. A

The Jewish people belicve that they can trace their beginnings back to one

: ‘person — a man called Abram. They call him the Pather of the Jews. He lived
+ nearly four thousand years ago, in the country now called Iraq.

A A zlggurat at Ur

':MA:J:chacolo‘gists have found the remains of the ¥ A map of the Middle East in Abraham’s time. He was bom In
] Ur and moved to Haran when he was young

Most people at that time worshipped many gods,

them. So they should worship only Him.
When Abram was old, God told him to leave his

descendants would become a great nation. In

worship Him.
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Abram was puzzied He had no children. How could he have any
descendants now? However, he trusted God. So he and his wife, Sarai, set off
towards Canaan. His nephew’s family went o0.

The whole family settled in'Canaan and were known as Hebrews. Th1s
comes from a word meaning ‘from the other side’, because they came from the
other side of the River Euphrates. They did not forget their promise to worship
God.

And then Sarai had a son in her old age. They wete amazed. They called the
boy Isaac, which means ‘laughter’. Abram was given a new name, Abraham,
“father of the people’.

Sarai laughed because she did not believe she would actually have a child,
and when she did, she was overjoyed. She was then called Sarah.

Abraham thought it was his religious duty to sacrifice Isaac, his firstborn son. |
Sadly, this was a common custom at the time of offering something precious |
back to the gods. The Bible says that God sent an angel to stop him. Abraham
then sacrificed a ram, instead.

-« God fested Abraham by

ordering him to sactifice [saac.

When Abraham was ready fo

do this, God sent an angel to

stop him. Abraham sacrfiiced _
a ram instead ‘

about his joumeys :
2 a) Writs down the mearalngs of the names Abraham
and lsaac -
b} Why was Isaac gwen fhis hame?
¢) Find out fhe meaning oi’ your own name.
3 Abraham was cal[ed a Hebrew Why?
4 Which of the foliowzng WOrds do you think describe
Abraham'-’ Gw‘ £ zach choios.
brave; foohsh old; ohedient; cruél; fiendly; trusting;

1 Make up a fravel diary th" i Abraham might have written :
|
|

ami was wiling to offer




T Locusts

Many years after Abraham’s death, there was

- famine in Canaan. The Hebrews moved to Egypt,
where there was plenty of food. At first, everything
:went well. But later the Egyptians used them as

~ slaves to build two great new citiés.

Later, the Hebrews became known as the

“* Israelites after one of their ancestors called Israel
(Prince of God). Their great leader was Moscs. He
- asked the Pharaoh of Egypt to set the slaves free.

The Pharaoh refused; slaves were useful. At last,
however, God sent ten horrible plagues and the
Pharach finally let the Istaclites go.

They escaped into the desert, an event known as
the Exodus. There, they lived for forty years, while
trying to return to Canaan. Moses died during this
time. So a man called Joshua led them back into the
land God had promised to them.

Darkness

R bk sy

Death

Animal diseases

The people were divided into twelve tribes and
the land was shared between them. Each tribe was
named after one of Abraham’s great-grandsons. The
name ‘Jew comes from the tribe of Judah.

'The Book of Exodus describes the ten plagues that

followed each other, causing destruction in Egypt

untl the Pharaoh let the Hebrews go. These fit vety
closely with the conditions of severe drought and
freak weather conditions — low water in the Nile
turns red, cloudy and polfluted (like blood); frogs
come onto dry land; infection and insects abound
with the lack of water; storms and darkness occur as
the weather starts to change; locusts seek out food
where they can; disease spreads and kills off many
{‘the firstborn’). The point is that Moses felt called
by God to set his people free just when these disasters
were striking. Was the miracle in the timing?

Rivers of !
biood

Frogs

Lice

Insects
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A The ten plagues which struck the Egyptians. See how each is more horrible than the one before




The ancient Istaelites were unique among all the
nations of the ancient world. Only they told a story
that their ancestors had been slaves. Other people
would have tried to forget this and would have
invented a more glorious beginning. Many nations
claimed that they had descended from a great hero,
a wartior, a king, or a god. The Romans said they
came from the two children of the war god, Mars.
The Jews said they came from the slaves in Egypt.
This honesty suggests that the story is based upon.
truth. The events of the Exodus were told and
retold, down the generations, as #he event that

started the Jewish faith.

1 What was the Exodus?
2 a) How do modem scholars explain the Ten Plagues?

<A African slaves wafting to be
sold

Centuries later, other slaves were to hear the story

of the Exodus, of Moses and the plagues, and they
took comfort from them. When African slaves were
taken across the sea to the USA, and the Catibbean,
they heard about the Bible. Right at the start of this
holy book was a story about escaped slaves, slaves
helped by God! They told their own stories about
Moses and sang their own songs about him. These
are known as Negro Spirituals, and music such as
the Blues and Jazz came from this style. A famous
singer of Spirituals was Paul Robeson.

b} Do you think this helps people to beteve the Bible story, or does it take something away?
c) ‘The miracle might have been In the timing.” What does this mean?
3 a) How did many andent people describe where their tribe or nation had come from?

b} What was different about the ideas of the Jews?

¢) Why did African slaves sing songs about Moses, years later?
4 Make up animaginary tribe that you would fike to belong to. Then

a) Write an origin story, claiming to have come from something great.

b} Write a different story, clalming to have besen helped by someone greatl when your people wers in serious frouble,
5 Hebrew, lsraslite, Jew — different names for the sams racs, at different times. Where did each riame come from?




