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TWO COLUMN MEMORY KEY NOTES:  RISE OF CHRISTIANITY

 
PATTERNS OF CIVILIZATION PP. 6-10



Here is another method to record notes from another source:  a textbook, a movie, an article, or a lecture.  It is called Two Column Memory Key Notes.  

1. Take your lined piece of paper and fold it from left to right so that the far left side of the page is even with margin line on the opposite side of the page.  This will produce a sheet of paper that is divided so the left side is smaller than the right side. (See demonstration in class)  


2. Then, place your title and other appropriate headings at the top of the page.

3. Then, as you begin reading the text (or watching the movie etc.) record the relevant information in the larger space to the right.  This is called the Memory Bank and it contains the useful information that you would like to retain from the source.

4. Use note form and indent like material.  Also, abbreviate where appropriate and only include important information you wish to retain from the source.   (Don’t write everything down!!)   

5. When you have finished reading a section, stop writing notes, then in the section to the left of your notes, include a topic and an illustration(s), symbol, or diagram (which is called a Memory Key) that represents or symbolizes the information you have recorded.  More than one more than one Memory Key is needed when you have recorded a number of notes in a section.  In fact, you should have one illustration, symbol, or diagram for each major idea you have recorded.

6. The idea is that the more you use the material you record, the more likely it is you will remember it.  So, the first time you use it is when you record the note…the second time is when you review the information to make your Memory Key…and the third time you use the information is when you check to see if the Memory Key is appropriate after you have created it.

7. Memory Keys can be in colour.  They should be creative, expressive of the main ideas you have recorded and neat enough to recognize.

